2021 Somerville YIMBY City Council & Mayoral
Candidate Survey

Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey. It will help us inform voters about you and help
them understand what you want to do as an elected official in Somerville.

We have tried to keep the survey short and will focus mostly on housing policy issues.

What's your name? *

Steph Aman

The City of Somerville needs more (check all that apply):

Parking for cars

Parks & green space
Below-market-rate housing
Market-rate housing

Commercial & industrial spaces

S 8808

Other: Community centers

How do you think about fitting these things in, and what neighborhoods would you prioritize
placing them in?

Adding three more assembly row type communities in somerville. Wards one, two and seven



During the pandemic, some street parking was repurposed for outdoor dining. Do you
support keeping it that way permanently?

Yes

Do you think that the construction of new market-rate housing increases the price of
housing for existing residents?

@ Yes

No

The city should respond to climate change by... (check all that apply)

Switching city vehicles to electric where possible.

Encouraging residents to use electric appliances instead of natural gas.

Spending city money to encourage homeowners to make their homes more efficient.

Working with the MBTA to enhance bus and train service.

Building bike lanes and other street features that make it easier to get around without a car.
Pricing parking to take into account the full cost of driving, including climate & health impacts.
Building more housing, so that more people can live here instead of driving in from the suburbs.

Other: Add more trees into the city



| think the amount of new housing construction in Somerville is...

O Too much

O About right

@ Not enough

| think the amount of new commercial/business construction in the city is...

O Too much

O About right

@ Not enough

The number of bike lanes in the city is...

O Too high

O About right

@ Too low



Currently, the city does not require off-street parking for new buildings near transit. Should
the city:

O Expand that policy citywide — new buildings should not be required to have off-street parking
unless builders want it.

O Keep the policy the same.

@ Reverse the policy — all new buildings should be required to include off-street parking.

The city is revising its charter, which sets the relationship between city council and the
mayor, among other things. What's one thing you'd like to change?

Re-zone the city



About % of Somerville residents rent their homes. What kinds of tenant protections should
the city consider? (check all that apply)

Allowing eviction only for specific causes.
Sealing certain eviction records.
Guaranteeing legal counsel to people who face eviction.

Direct financial support for people who fall behind on rent.

SN0 8

Increased funding for the office of housing stability.

Rent stabilization, where the city sets a maximum percentage rent increase per year during a
tenant's occupancy.

8

Strict rent control, where the city sets a maximum rent increase per year, regardless of vacancy.

8

Vacancy taxes or other ways to push landlords to find tenants.

Other:

The city adopted a new zoning code in 2019, and has since made some revisions. What's one
additional thing in the zoning code you'd like to see change in the next 2 years?

The height of buildings



One recent change to the city’s zoning code was allowing larger buildings if the housing in
them is entirely below-market-rate. What do you think about this rule?

O It goes too far and should be dialed back or removed

O It's about right

We should expand it by allowing some extra density/height/size for buildings with 50% or 75%
affordability

We should expand it by allowing even more density/height/size for 100% affordable buildings

Both C and D (expand to 50-75% affordable, and even more density for 100% affordable)

@ O O

Should 2-family homes be allowed to add a third unit of market-rate housing by right
(without special permits) in all Somerville neighborhoods?

@ Yes
O No

Should it be possible to build a new triple-decker or 3-family home by right (without special

permits) in the city's "Neighborhood Residence" areas?

@ Yes
O No



Should we allow property owners to convert garages to housing or backyard cottages
without applying for any special permits or variances?

Yes

What else should voters know about your approach to housing & development in
Somerville?

Voters should know that my approach comes from the heart as well as lived experiences.

This form was created inside of Somerville YIMBY.



